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Executive Summary

Idaho Power Company (Ildaho Power) and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
(ODFW) share a common interest in the management of wildlife and wildlife habitat on lands
affected by the construction and operation of the hydro projects along the Idaho/Oregon border.
Idaho Power and ODFW entered into a cooperative agreement to compile a wildlife resources
bibliography from information sources available in ODFW files. Citations for this annotated
bibliography come from published and unpublished wildlife information relevant to the Snake
River area of Oregon. A computer file containing the 468-citation bibliography will be transferred
into a ProCite® computer program by Idaho Power, allowing the data base to be queried for
citations of specific interest.
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Introduction

The purpose of this annotated bibliography was to gather sources of information on
wildlife resources in response to Idaho Power's information request to ODFW. This
information will be used in the preparation of environmental studies of terrestrial species to
be conducted in and around Hells Canyon, in Idaho and Oregon. These studies will support
Idaho Power in its efforts to relicense the 3-dam Hells Canyon Hydroelectric Complex on
the Snake River. The area of interest for this information request is the Oregon side of the
Snake River, from the mouth of the Salmon River up river to Weiser, ldaho, and from the
Idaho bank of the Snake River to approximately 30 miles from the Snake River in Oregon. A
secondary purpose of this project was to organize, in an interactive data base, an annotated
list of wildlife reports and data sets from ODFW offices which are pertinent to the area of
interest.

Methods

The emphasis of the data search was on files kept at ODFW offices, including the
Northeast Region, Wallowa and Baker Districts of the Northeast Region, and Ontario
District of the Southeast Region. Interviews were conducted with ODFW biologists to
assess what information was available for each topic on the ldaho Power list of wildlife
topics and to identify significant reports or data. An extensive search of in-office files was
conducted to locate additional published, written, and compiled documents, as well as
unpublished data sets. Citations for reports were put into a bibliography on a computer file,
using the programs Microsoft™ Word for Windows® (version 6) and Windows 95°. A
summary was written for each citation. Key words include species name, Idaho Power
topics, county/area, and ODFW office where a report can be found.

Results

Annotated citations have been developed for 468 reports, files, and unpublished
data sets located in ODFW offices. The computer file of citations produced as part of this
agreement will be imported into a ProCite® data base program by Idaho Power. Both
published and unpublished information have been incorporated into the bibliography format
to facilitate a computer search through ProCite® for a relevant topic or species. The final
bibliography product for Idaho Power and ODFW will be the ProCite® program file. Copies
of suitable articles will be furnished to ldaho Power with this report.
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Summary

The quality and quantity of available wildlife information from the Snake River area of
Oregon is variable. Long-term summary statistics on population parameters and harvests are
readily available for all game species (big game, waterfowl, upland birds), statewide, by ODFW
District or county, and by wildlife management unit. Individual survey route data sheets are in
District files. Long-term population trend information is available for bald eagles, but most
special status or endangered species and their habitats have not been regularly surveyed. Most
special status species sightings are uncompiled in files; some sightings can be obtained from
the Oregon Natural Heritage Data Base or OSIS, the ODFW data base. Special nongame
wildlife projects have been funded through contracts to study or manage many of the
endangered or special status species in northeastern Oregon. Single species research projects
have been conducted on game and nongame animals. Oregon species management plans
provide ODFW management direction and policies, historical perspective, life history, population
and harvest trends, and management concerns. Information on transplant histories is often
contained in file memos, but sometimes is summarized in species management plans. A few
reports document the historic and prehistoric distribution of wildlife in northeastern Oregon. U.
S. Forest Service documents and data are included in this bibliography if they contain important
local wildlife information. ODFW District Monthly Reports were not reviewed in detail, however,
many otherwise undocumented sightings, data, special reports, and activities could be extracted
from this source. A large quantity of uncompiled special status and nongame species sightings
records have been collected in Region and District files. Most of these observation records were
not examined during this project, but these records could contain sightings for the Snake River
area.
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Appendix 1. Agency contacts and sources

Files were examined in the following Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife offices:

Northeast Region, La Grande: Northeast Region nhongame wildlife files
Wallowa District, Enterprise: District wildlife files
Baker District, Baker City: District wildlife files
Malheur District, Ontario: District wildlife files

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife personnel contacted for suggestions on available
information sources:

Mark Henjum Northeast Region Nongame Wildlife Biologist
Victor Coggins Wallowa District Wildlife Biologist

George Keister Baker District Wildlife Biologist

Walt Van Dyke Malheur District Wildlife Biologist

Ken Durbin Oregon Upland Game Manager
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Appendix 2. Idaho Power Company List of Topics

1. Big game: distribution, abundance, harvest, and habitat associations

2. Upland game: distribution, abundance, harvest, and habitat associations

3. Translocation: transplants and introduction histories
4. Small mammal: community characteristics
5. Raptor: community characteristics

6. Herptile: community characteristics
7. Waterfowl: reproduction and distribution
8. Predator and furbearer: community characteristics
9. Nongame bird: community characteristics
10. Bat: species occurrence and relative abundance
11. Endangered species and threatened species: distribution

12. Special status species: distribution
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