
At Idaho Power, safety is a value. 
Federal and state laws require you stay a safe distance 
away from overhead power. That distance is generally 
10 feet or more. The clearances established by law not 
only apply to you but anything you may be carrying or 
operating, such as a ladder, equipment or parade float. 
Recognize the potential dangers and act responsibly.

Look up and around near overhead power lines. 
Take safety precautions by identifying overhead power lines. 
Assume all power lines are energized and potentially dangerous. Keep a safe distance between you 
and the lines. Remember, electricity always tries to make contact with the ground. It may be conducted 
through metal, water or trees. And, be cautious in inclement weather. Thunderstorms, rain, wind, and 
damp or icy ground can cause you to lose control of something you are carrying, or even cause your 
vehicle to come into contact with power lines. 

Be safe near downed power lines.
Always assume any downed power line is energized. 
Stay clear of a downed line. Keep others away and contact Idaho Power immediately at (208) 388-2323  
in the Treasure Valley or (800) 488-6151, or 911. Stay as far away from the downed line as you can —  
at least 100 yards. Never remove objects that are near the line or touching it, and never use any object  
to move it. If someone else makes contact with the line, do not touch them because electricity may flow  
to you. Call 911 immediately!

If a downed power line falls on your vehicle, stay inside until help arrives.
Warn others not to touch the vehicle and ask them to call for help. If you must leave the vehicle because 
of fire or other life-threatening situations, jump out and as far away as possible with both feet landing on 
the ground at the same time. Keeping your feet together, shuffle away from the scene. DO NOT touch the 
vehicle and the ground at the same time.

To learn more safety tips, visit  
www.idahopower.com/safety
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