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Summer 2026 At A Glance

• Low Hydro Conditions

• Fires and Smoke

• New Resources, Market Purchases

• Hot Weather – High Loads



Weather and Hydro Conditions
• Warmest winter on record 

(since 1895)
• Snow drought across the west

– Periods of record low snowpack

• Lowest July Swan Falls (Murphy) 
flows on record (since 1912)

– Likely to be the lowest water year 
volume on record

• Brownlee inflow 4th lowest July 
on record (since 1960)

– A-J volume 3.1 MAF (24th percentile)



Fires and Our Response



2026 Resource Additions

Project Size: 200 MW
Completed: June 1, 2026

Project Size: 261 MW
Completed: June 1, 2026

Project Size: 50 MW
Completed: June 1, 2026

Project Size: 125 MW
Completed: April 3, 2026

Boise Bench
Valmy Gas 
ConversionHemingway 3

Pleasant Valley 
Solar 2

Langley Gas Turbine Upgrade
Market Purchases Imported on Transmission



2026 Summer Peak Loads



Peak Load Hour
July 20, 2026
5:00—6:00 p.m. MT



Peak Day: July 20, 2026



Net Peak Challenge: Summer



Winter



Net Peak Challenge: Winter



Modeling Net Peak Days
2026 in Review & Beyond

Andrés Valdepeña Delgado
System Consulting Engineer September 10, 2026



RCAT Highest 2026 Net Peak Load Day
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Peak Net Load

Net Load Starts to Flatten
For Approximately 7 Hours

• The Reliability & Capacity 
Assessment Tool (“RCAT”) is used 
to ensure portfolios meet the 
designated Loss of Load 
Expectation (“LOLE”) threshold.

• Load net of all variable & energy-
limited resources is a primary 
input in the LOLE calculation.

• The RCAT is a capacity-only 
model that does not consider the 
real time market.

• Adjusting the model for 2026 
resource availability, the RCAT 
reflects what we are seeing in 
operations.
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RCAT Highest 2025-2026 Winter Net Peak Load Day

• While the winter net 
peak is lower than the 
summer net peak, the 
winter double peak and 
smaller difference 
between the peaks and 
troughs requires 
resources that are more 
flexible in nature.

• Adjusting the model for 
2026 resource 
availability, the RCAT 
reflects what we are 
seeing in operations.

Peak Net Load

Morning Peak Evening Peak

Difference Between 
Peak & Trough

Is Only About 300 MW
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RCAT Highest 2030 Net Peak Load Day

BESS Dispatch
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Peak Net Load
Flat by 2030

RCAT Highest 2030 Net Peak Load Day
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RCAT Highest 2030 Winter Net Peak Load Day

2700

2900

3100

3300

3500

3700

N
et

 L
oa

d 
(M

W
)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%BESS Dispatch



0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

0:00 1:00 2:00 3:00 4:00 5:00 6:00 7:00 8:00 9:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00 14:00 15:00 16:00 17:00 18:00 19:00 20:00 21:00 22:00 23:00

N
et

 L
oa

d 
(M

W
)

Peak Net Load
Flat by 2030

RCAT Highest 2030 Winter Net Peak Load Day


	Operations Update�Summer 2026 in Review
	Summer 2026 Operating Season
	Summer 2026 At A Glance
	Weather and Hydro Conditions
	Fires and Our Response
	2026 Resource Additions
	2026 Summer Peak Loads
	Peak Load Hour�July 20, 2026�5:00—6:00 p.m. MT
	Peak Day: July 20, 2026
	Net Peak Challenge: Summer
	Winter
	Net Peak Challenge: Winter
	Modeling Net Peak Days�2026 in Review & Beyond
	RCAT Highest 2026 Net Peak Load Day
	RCAT Highest 2025-2026 Winter Net Peak Load Day
	RCAT Highest 2030 Net Peak Load Day
	RCAT Highest 2030 Net Peak Load Day
	RCAT Highest 2030 Winter Net Peak Load Day
	RCAT Highest 2030 Winter Net Peak Load Day

